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adventure of his escape; and he spoke to crowded
halls all over England. Then he crossed the Atlantic
to repeat the process in the United States, His
manager's exuberant publicity described the lecturer
as *'* the hero of five wars, the author of six books*
and the future Prime Minister of Great Britain.1*
This was too much for Mr, Churchill, and the
announcement was withdrawn. But his tour suc-
ceeded* There was less sympathy, perhaps, with
Britain's aims in the Boer War, and he sometimes
encountered opposition. There were interruptions
at Chicago and empty seats at Baltimore, though
Boston (where he had a lively celebration with his
local synonym^ the other Winston Churchill) was
highly sympathetic. But he did not find much
difficulty in getting on terms with American audi-
ences. Was fae not half American himself? Mark
Twain was his first chairman in New York; but
though the old man was firm with the speaker's
British prejudices, he graciously signed copies of ail
his works for him. Then Canada renewed his course
of undiluted triumph ; and, safe at home once more^
he completed the British lecture circuit.

These profitable exercises had precluded any
earlier resumption of his political activities, Now,
with M$ new-made capital safely banked, he was
free to turn to politics. The fifteenth Parliament of
Queen Victoria would be meeting in the first weeks
of 1901. But before it could assemble, an old lady
faded out of Mfc at Osbome; and the oew member
for Oldham found himself in the first Parliament of
King Edward VII,
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